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By Chrishawn West

Dear Portfolio Show Visitor, 

Being Black and Queer in Portland, I had a tough time fitting in with fellow students

in school and never felt a sense of community. This resulted in difficulty in

creatively expressing myself and exploring my passion for visual storytelling. I had

aspirations toward working in the film industry someday, but that did not appear to

be an accessible goal for someone like me.

Then, during my second year of college, I immersed myself in the Ballroom scene

where I found both community and an outlet for personal and artistic expression.

The Ballroom scene is an underground subculture for Black and Brown Queer

youth who form surrogate families. My house mother, Debris (their stage name),

took me under their wing and mentored me—helping to channel my anger and

trauma into my art. My house mother brought together a collective of diverse

individuals from different backgrounds and raised me to navigate a world that isn't

suited for Black Queer boys like myself to survive. Through tough love, they

challenged me to pursue my goal of working in film and motivated me to focus on

directing, running camera for, and editing my own shorts.

I am now finishing my degree in film at Portland State and am excited to push

forward and pursue opportunities that will allow me to contribute to and learn from

a group of people focused on filmmaking.  Although I lack professional

experience, my maturity, artistic skills, and passion for the filmmaking process

recommend me for an entry-level crew positions on fiction, documentary, and

commercial productions.

 

Please reach out to me if you are looking for a motivated and responsible crew

member or collaborator for your next production.  Thank you for your time and I

hope to hear from you soon.


